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(Continued from Page 129.) 
: E had already vifited the bottom of the bay, which 
is perhaps the moft extraordinary place in the 
world. To form a conception of it, let us fuppofe a bafon 
of water of a depth in the middle that could not be tathomed, 
bordered by peaked mountains, of an exceflive height, 
covered with fnow, without a blade of grafs upon this im- 
menfe colle&tion ef rocks condemned by nature to perpetual 
fterility. I never faw a breath of air ruffle the furface of 
this water ; it is nevertroubled but by the fall of enormous 
pieces of ice which continually detach themfelves from five 
different glaciers, and which in falling. make a noife that 
refounds far in the mountains. The air is in this place fo 
very calm, and the filence fo profound, that the mere voice 
of aman may bc heard halt aleague off, as well as the noife 
of fome fea birds which lay their eggs in the cavities of 
thefe rocks. 

“It was at the extremity of this bay, that we were in 
hopes of finding channels, by which we might penetrate 
into the interior of America. We imagined, that it might 
terminate in a great river, the courfe of which might lie 
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between two mountains, and that this river might take its 
fource in the great lakes tothe northward of Canada. Such 
was our fuppofition, and here follows the refult of it: We 
departed with the two long boats of the Bouffole and 
Aftrolabe. Meffrs. de Monti, de Marchainville, de Bouter- 
villiers, and Father Receveur, accompanied M. de Langle; 
with me went Mefirs. Dagelet, Boutin, Saint-Céran, Duché, 
and Prevolt. 

““ We entered the weft channel ; prudence required us 
not to keep too clofe to the fhore, for fear of the fall of 
ftones and ice. At length we arrived, after having pro- 
ceeded only a league anda half, at a narrow gulph, ter- 
minated by two immenfe- glaciers; we were under the ne- 
ceflity of pufhing away the pieces of ice with which the fea 
Was covered, in Ordér tS” penetrate into this hollow: The 
water was fo deep, that at half acable’s length from the land, 

.i. did not find bottom witha hundred and twenty fathoms. 
-Melilrs. de Langle, de Monti, and Dagelet, as well as feveral 
other officers, had a defire to climb up the glacier; with 
inexpreflible fatigue they attained the diftance of about two 
leagues ; after being obliged, at great rifk, to leap over clefts 
of very great depth, they were not able to defery any thing 
but a continuation of glaciers and fnow, which feemed to 
have no termination but at the fummit of Mount Fair 
Weather. 
“ During this cruife my boat remained upon the fhore ; 
‘a piecéot ice, that fell into the water at more than four 
hundred toifes diftance, occafioning along the fea fhore fo 
-confiderable an undulation, that fhe was overfet, and thrown 
a good way upon the edge of the glacier; this accident was 
foon repaired, and we-all-fetutned on board, having in a few 
hours completed our- véya¢e into the interior of America. 
I had difpatched Meffrs. Monneron and Bernizet to vifit the 
eaitern channel, which, like-the other, was terminated by 
two glaciers. 
Che day after this excurfion the chief came on board, 
better attended and ‘much more drefledthan common ; after a 
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great many fongs and dances, he made a propofal to fell me 
the 1iland on which we had placed our obfervatory, referving, 
no doubt, to himfelf and the other Indians tlie right of 
robbing us. It was fomewhat more than doubtful whether 
this ehicf had a property in any land; the government of 
thefe people is fuch, -that the country might belong to the 
whole fociety : However, as a great many Indians were 
witneffes to this bargein, I had. an undoubted right to con. 
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clude that they gave their fanétion to it, and accepted the 
chief’s offer ; "convinced at the fame time that the contraé 
for this purchafe might be fet afide by many tribunals, if the 
nation fhould ever conteit it with us ; for we had no proof 
that the chief was the real proprietor, and the witneffes his 
reprefentatives. Be that as it may, I gave him feveral ells of 
red cloth, hatchets, knives, bar-iron, and nails ; 1 alfo made 
prefents to all his fuite. The bargain being thus concluded, 
I fent to take ey Section of the ifland with the cuftomary for- 
malities. I ordered them to bury a bottle at the foot of a 
rock, which contained an infer! peton adapted to this taking 
pofleilion, and I iaid near it one of the bronze medals which 
had been {truck in France before our departure. 
* The principal work, however, which had been the pe- 
culiar obje& of our ftopping here, was finifhed; our guns 
were mounted, our ftowage completed, and we had taken in 
as great a quantity of wood and water as at our departure 
from Chili. No port in the univerfe could furnifh more 
eonveniencies for expediting this labour, which is frequently 
fo difficult in other countries. Cafcades, as I have already 
mentioned, falling from the top of the mountains, poured 
the cleareft water into the cafks as they lay in the long- 
boat ;‘ drift wood in great abundance is {cattered along the. 
fhore of a finooth fea. The furvey of Meffrs. de Menneron 
and Bernizet was finithed, as well as the meafurement of a 
bafe taken by M. Blondela, which had enabled M. de 
Langle, M. Dagelet, and a great number of other officers, to 
meafure trigonometrically the height of the mountains. We 
had only to regret the lofs of the memorandum book of ob- 
fervations by M. de Dagelet, and this misfortune was nearly 
done away by the gt sate notes which had been found 
again; in a word, we efteemed ourfglves the moft fortunate 
of navigators, in Seniad 6 arrived at fo great a diftance irom 
Europe without having a fingle perfon fick, or one man of | 
the two fhips’ companies afflicted with the fcurv oh 
Previous to their leaving this port, a melancholy accident 
happened to them. ‘Two of their boats, in which fome 
officers and feamen, in all twenty, who had gone out to make 
foundings, &c. were loft. This calamity M. Peroufe dwells 
upon with great feeling. ‘The narrative recommences with 
rther particulars of the natives, and with the following in- 
{cr ‘iption. 
Nothing more now remained to be done, but to quit, as 
{peedily as poflible, a country where we had experienced {9 
melancholy a difafter ; but there were ftill fome days due to 
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the families of our unfortunate friends : Too precipitate a 
departure might occafion doubts and uneafinefs in Europe; 
it might not occur to people there, that the current extended 
no farther than a league without the channel ; that the boats, 
aud thofe wrecked in them, could be driven to no greater 
diftance, and that the fury of the fea in that place diflipated 
every hope of their return. If, contrary to every pro. 
bability, any of them had bcen able to return, as this could 
only happen im the vicinity of the bay, 1 formed the refolu. 
tion of waiting fome days longer; but I quitted the an- 
chorage of the ifland, and took that of the bed af fand, 
which is at the entrance upon the weft coaft. It took me 
five days to effe& this paflage, though no more than a league; 
_during which time we were expofed to a fquall of. wind 
which would have put us in very great danger, had we not 
been anchored in a good muddy bottom ; it was fortunate 
we did not drag our anchors, for we weré lefs than acable’s 
length from the fhore. The wind being contrary detained 
us longer than J intended to ftay, and we did not fail till the 
$°th of July, eighteen days after the event, the defcription 
of which has given me fo much pain, and the remembrance 
of which will perpetually make me unhappy. 

Before our departure, we ere&ted upon the ifland in the 
middle of the bay, to which I gave the name of Cenotaph 
Ifland, amonument to the memory of our unfortunate com. 
panions. The following infcription was compofed by M, de 
Lamanon, who buried it in a bottle at the foot of the 
monument : 


¢ 
At the entrance of this harbour, perifhed twenty brave 
feamen. 
Reader, whoever thou art, join thy tears to our’s.” 


“On the 14th of July, 1786, the frigates Bouffole and 
Aftrolabe, which failed from Breit, the ift of ‘Augutt, 1785, 
arrived in this port. From the care of M. de Ja Peroule, 
Commander in Chief of the expedition, of the Vitcount 

Langle, Commander of the fecond frigate, of Meflrs. 
Clonard and de Monti, Second Captains of the two ihips, 
and of the other officers and furgeons, none of the difeailes 
which are incident to long voyages had affliéted our fhips’ 
companies; M. de la Peroufe found himfelf happy in the 
refle@ion, as did all the otliers likewife, of having been from 
one end of the world to the other, through every kind of 
danger, and of having vilited people reputed tobe bar- 
barous, 
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barous, without lofing a fingle nan, or fhedding a drop of 
blood. 

“ On the 13th of July, at five o’clock in the morning, 
three boats fet. off for the puatpofe of laying down the 
foundings upon the draught which had been made of the 
bay. ‘They were commanded by M. d’Efcures, Lieutenant 
of the navy, and a Chevalier of St. Louis: M. de Ja Pe- 
roufe had given him inftru€&tions in writing, whieh exprefsly 
charged him not to approach the current, but at the moment 
he conceived himfelf at a fufficient diftance from it, he 
found himfelf drawn in by it. Mefirs. de la Borde, 
brothers, and de Flaffan, who were in the boat of the fecond 
frigate were not afraid of expofing themfelves to danger, by 
flying to the affiftance of their companions, but they, alas! 
ihared the fame unhappy fate. The third boat was under 
the orders of M. Boutin, Lieutenant of the navy. This 
officer, contending with caqurage againft the breakers during 
the {pace of feveral hours, made the moft vigorous but ufe- 
lefs exertions to aflift his frie nds, and was only indebted for 
his fafety to the fuperior conftruétion of his boat, to his own 
enlightened pfudence, joined with that of ‘M. Laprife 
Mouton, Lieutenant of the frigate, his fecond in command, 
and to the activity and ready obedience of his crew, confifts 
ing ot Jean Marie, cock{wain, Lhoftis, Le Bas, Corentin 
Jers, and Moners, all four failors. The Indians feemed to 
participate in our forrows, which weie extreme. Moved, 
but not difcouraged by our misfortunes, we failed the 30th of 
July, to continue our vovage.”’ 
(To be continued.) 





Defcription and Charaéiteri/i 2s of London, 


[From a Paper drawn up by Dr. George Fordyce, and adopted 
inthe Hiftory of Middlefex, jak publithe sd by the Board of 
Agriculture. } 


| Orie is fituate in latitude 5° 31’ north, | ongitude 
37" welt from Greenwich, 5° 16’ 23” eaft of the 
ening intothe Mediterranean frora the ocean. The town 
is large for an European town, being in a body about five 
miles in length, and three in breadth, befide a number of 
rows of houfes lining each fide of the roads going out from 
it, The greateh part of the town is fituate on the north fide 
of ariver called the Thames. The ground on which this 
part 
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part ftands, is a hill, which rifes with a quick afcent from 
the bank of the river, and then gradually, although un- 
equally, to the north-weft, which is the moft elevated part. 
The river on the fouth fide is confined by an artificial bank, 
the ground on that fide being flat ; but the water does not 
ftagnate in fuch of the ditches as are fuffered to have the tide 
flow through them ; wherever that is admitted it {cours them 
clean, and carries off much filth; but there are many ditches 
from which the tide is fhut out ; and they are always loaded 
with putrid matter. 

On this fide ftands a confiderable part of the town called 
Southwark, which, including the parifh of Chrift-church, 
and part of Lambeth and Newington, is a body of near 
three miles by one. On the north fide of the river, London 
réaches along the river fide to the weft, until the river leaves 
the bottom of the hill, and turns to the fouth. Above this, 
the river is confined between artificial banks on both fides, 
and is lined with houfes till it runs through two old towns, 
Weftminfter and Lambeth. 

London is furrounded, befide the houfes which line the 
roads, with many large villages. 

The river Thames runs through a valley, upon a bed of 
the gravel of flints, and probably clay under it, for many 
miles above and below London. The valley is bounded on 
both fides by hills not exceeding 400 feet in height. Where 
the river runs in the middle of the valley, it is fecured by 
artificial banks on both fides, which have Jailed longer than 
the memory of hiltory, extending in all more than thirty 
miles. Thefe banks, when the river walhes the bottom of 
the hills on either fide, are only continued on the oppofite 
fide. When not increafed by either rains or the tide, the 
river is about a quarter of a mile broad, not more than twelve 
fect deep, and now and then, in very dry {eafons, it has been 
forded by horfes. The tide in this river flows above fifteen 
miles higher than London. At London it rifes at fpring 
tides from twelve to fourteen feet. The water is very pure 
fome miles above the town; near the town it is mixed with 
mud, and contains a fufficient quantity of mucilaginous matter 
to putrefy. When preferved in cafks, it purifies itfelf by pu- 
trefaftion, and remains‘afterwards more pure ; but it never 
purifies fenfibly in the river, nor in the cifterns in which it 
1s fometimes kept for afew days for ufe. At the lower part 
of the town it contains 4 little fea falt, when the tide is at its 
height ; butthis does not reach to the middle of the town. 
Jis {pecific gravity is the fame with that of diftilled water. 
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The inhabitants are fupplied with this water, which is 
pumped up by feveral engines, principally worked by fire, 
into their houfes. 

The town is alfo fupplied with water by an aqueduét, 
which is brought from near twenty miles diftance, from the 
north, through a canal of about thirty-fix miles in length. 
The water of this aqueduét is. alfo pure, and unlefs when 
heavy rains bring down mud, it is bright and clear, and does 
not putrefy on keeping. Its fpecific gravity is alfothe fame 
‘with idiftilled water. .This water, as well as the other, ts 
catried in wooden pipes under the ftrects into the houfes of 
tix: inhabitants. 

There are {prings found: on digging every where in the 
town, which might yield large quantities of water ; thefe 
were formerly ufed, but are now little employed, becaufe 
the fupply from the Thames and New River is much 
cheaper. The waters of thefe fprings contain a {mall por- 
tion of fea-falt, and a larger quantity of magnefia vitriolata, 
fo as to be fenfible to the tafte, and fo as, in fome places, to 
aft as a purgative. They alfo contain gas ; fometimes in 

quantity fufhcient to give them brifknefs, and render them 
agreeable to the tafte. 

Rain water is never ufed, being always.very impure, from 
the duft which it wafhes from the tops of the-houfes. The 
whole fupply of water, from aqueduéts and engines, is 
109,440 cubic feet in an hour. 

The valley through which the Thames runs is gravelly, 
generally dry, and not marfhy till about a mile below the 
town, the water.in the river being confined between its banks. 
The hills or rifings; on which the principal part of the town 
ftands, are moftly a mixture of clay and fand, the fand or 
grave! generally being in rather the largeft proportion. In 
fume places the foil is gravel. 

The winds from the fouth-weft to north-weft, and from 
fouth-eafl to north-eaft, are the moft prevalent. The wef. 
terly winds blow over the great Atlantic Ocean, pafling, 
before they reach London, over part of Great Britain for 
about two hundred miles, and over Ireland when they veer 
to the north. They are generally moift, although much 
drier than when they arrive at the weft coaft of the ifland. 
The barometer is generally low when they blow. They 
are cominonly moft prevalent in Fi ebruary, September, No- 

vember, and December. The eafterly winds blow overthe 
large continent of Europe ; they are alwa ays dry. The ba- 
fometer is high when they blow. They are moft prevalen 
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148 THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 
in January; March, and the beginning of April. They are 
cold, except fometimes when they blowin July and Augutt ; 
while the wefterly winds are almoft always warm, except in 
November, if they verge to the north. 

The heat of the air is very variable, feldom remainin¢ 
equal for many days; and every year differing entirely 
from the preceding ones, not.only in. heat, but alfo in moif. 
ture andrains.. Sometimes the winter is fe verely cold, with 
froft from November till May, with little interruption. 
Sometimes the water is not ‘frozen for more than ten or 
twelve days. Moit commonly, there is:a little froft in Nos 
vember and December, but otherwife thefe months are 
ufually very foggy and moilt. The principal frodft generally 
is in January. February is commonly:a mild open. moi 
month. March is generally cold and ‘dry. The fummer 
months vary. as much: Sometimes there are three months 
very warm ; fometimes not more tham a week; the latter 
half of July is commonly the hotteft. In Auguft, heavy 
rains often fall, efpecially the laft half of the month. The 
thermometer fometimes rifes to above 80° of Fahrenheit’s 
feale, very rarely to 86°, but the moft common fummer he« 
is from 65 to 70° ; it Sommetiones falls in the winter to 15°; 
it has been known to fall below the point marked O, but 
very rarelv.—-The moft common winter heat when it freezes, 
is hetwen 20 and 30° ; the moft frequent when it does not 
freeze, between 4° and 50°. 

The air‘whem dry is always loaded with, and often ob« 
{cured by duft, which confifls of athes. and foot arifing from 
pit-coal, the fuel’ which is commonly burnt ;. horfe-dung, 
produced and ground to.{mall powder, by the numerous car- 
riages drawn by horfes, with which the ftreets are always 
crowded ; powder of granite and flints, which form the 
{ireets and roads, and are ground extremcly fine by the 
wheels of the carriages.—Thefe powders, with various 
others, penetrate the houfes.every where, and undoubtedly 
enter the trachea, adhere to the furface of the lungs, and not 
uncommonly produce cough, with difficulty of breathing in 
people firft coming from the country. 

The ftreets are generally wide, tew of them fo narrow as 
to prevent two carriages from pafling, and many of them 
wide enough to allow five or moreto pals; efpecially in new 
parts of the town, which form morethan half of it, they are 
irom {ixty to twenty feet wide; thofe of great communica- 
tion.feldom lefs than thirty in theold part of the town; in 

the new part, moft of them are not lefs than forty.—In fe» 
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veral places there are {quares of a confiderable fize, 7. ¢. from 
about 100 to 1000 feet {quare. The ftreets are well paved, 
and clean, notwithftanding the immenfe quantity of horfe- 
dung conftantly falling upon them. 

The houfes, except moft of thofe in the oldeft part of the 
town, whichare not more than a quarter of the whole, have 
a ftory funk under the level of the ftreet. This contains 
the kitchen and other offices. Below the level of the bot- 
tom of this ftory a covered canal is dug under the ftreet, 
with which there is a communication from the houfes, and 
by whith putrefcent matters fufficiently fluid are carried off. 
Athes, bones, &c. are conveyed away in carts twice a-week. 
The greateft part of the houfes are of a uniform ftruéture ; 
in each ftory a large room in front ; a fmaller room and the 
ftair-cafe occupy the back part; and there is frequently a 
fmaller room added behind. There are commonly four 
tories, befide the one under the level of the ftreet. The 
town is fully inhabited ; there is hardly a houfe unoccupied. 

The number of inhabitants is very little known; calcu- 
lations of various kinds have been made by many authors, 
but thefe have been founded on elements entirely conjettu- 
raf, and are therefore of no ufe. As far as my own opinion 
goes, and neENG better than opinion can be formed in this 
cafe, they are about amillion. They confit of claffes living 
ny very different manners. 

The firft clafs includes thofe living on their paternal for. 
tune, or riches fuddenly acquired, comprehending a few 
merchants. ‘The.women of this clafs,live almoft conftantly 
intheir houfes, which are very clofe, although the rooms are 
fpacious, and the whole houfe perfectly clean and neat, orin 
carriages, with no labour, and little exercife. This gives 
them a delicacy in their appearance, hardly to be defcribed. 
As a flower brought forward by. the cherifhing heat of a 
confervatory, where it is defended from the nipping winds, 
exceeds any thing produced by nature alone, like it, they 
too have a tendernefs of conftitution, which fubjeés ther 
to difeafe from the flighteit expofure to any ¢aufe. 

Their fituation, however, prevents them from being often 
expofed to infeétion or fudden cold, which are the greateft 
caufes of violent difeafes in the metropolis. Their com- 
plaints therefore are generally ilight, and very irregular ; nor 
can they bear medicines in any way of a rough nature ; their 

diforders muft therefore be touched with the fligkteft hand: 
This has often produced an imbecili ity of practice, not only 
in London, but throughout the kingdom, which firft infeéts 
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the medical people, who are:immediately employed in dif. 
orders of this clafs, Although there may fometimes, per. 
haps, be found one or two among thefe, who are not the 
moft learned or judicious praétitioners, yet they are the 
richeft, which contributes not a little to the fpreading of this 
infe&tion. Notwithflanding the difeafes of the women of 
this clafs are frequent, yet they are feldom fatal, fo that they 
often live to a great age. 

The men of the firft clafs are much in the air in the morn. 
ing, and ufeexercife. They live in the country part of the 
year, when they are often occupied in hunting and {nooting, 
With fome exceptions, they are of conftitutions fufficiently 
{trong ; are feldom dileaied ; their difeafes are ftrong and 
marked, and they bear the operation of powerful remedies. 

The men who are menial fervants of this clafs, like the 
domeftic flaves of the ancients, are idle, lazy ; ufe little 
exercife; none when they can avoid it ; they arethus ren, 
dered irritable ; and being often expofed to ail the incle. 
mency of the, weather in the winter feafon, often till three 
or four o’clock in the morning, they are exceedingly fub- 
yet to difeafe, particularly of the thorax ; and few of them 
attain to ally great age, except thofe of the higher ranks.— 
The women-fervants refemble, in their conttitutions, their 
muiitredies. 4 

The clergy are fewer here than in almoft any other coun- 
try in Europe. They are ver¥ apt to be afleéted with hy- 
pochondriacal complaints ; but being in geneial regular in 
their manner of living, they often attain to a great age.— 
The lawyers who are occupied in bufinefs, are often, from 
their great attention and labour of mind, weak, and difor- 
dered in the prima vie ({tomach and bowels); thofe who are 
not emploved, may be confidered as in the fame ftate with 
the independent gentlemen. 

Phylficians are fo few, that it is hardly worth enumerating 
them. ‘They are not much above two hundred in all, and 
not near half that number are employed in praétice. Ex. 
cept when they ere cut off by infeétious fevers, before they 
are habituated to infection, although often difeafed, phy- 
ficians generally attain a confiderable age.—Attornies and 
apothecaries are to be confidered, in their manner of life 
and conititutions, in the order of tradef{men. 

Merchants and traders of confequence form the next clafs. 
The women ot this clafs live a regular life, going to bed 
generally before midnight, and rifing about nine in the 
morning. Moil families have villas near town, where the 
women 
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women pafs much of their time, efpecially during the fum- 
mer feafon. ‘They are much more in the air, and confe- 
quently have neither the delicacy nor the irritability of the 
clafs we have firft enumerated; they enjoy a much better 
ftate of health ; their difeafes are more regular, and they 
bear the aétion of powerful remedies. Of the men of tltis 
clafs, fome lead a fedentary life; their time is much em: 
ployed in writing, generally leaning on their breafts ; fuch 
are fubjeét to complaints in the prima via ; others of them 
ufe exercife, efpecially on horfeback, and often fleep_in 
the country : All of them, in point of eating, are luxurious. 

The leifer tradefmen, fhopkeepers, and manufa&urers, are 
fober and regular in their manner of life, but they are much 
confined to their houfes, efpecially the women of this clafs, 
which renders them irritable, and fubjeé& to difeafe, often 

riolent and fatal. Nor is that part of the men, whofe bufi- 

nefs/ calls them abroad, lefs fubjeét to morbid affe&tion, fo 
that they rarely attain to great old age. 

The laft clafs confifts of the working part of the manus 
fagturers, and labourers of all denominations; who, with 
fome exceptions, are the molt diforderly, profligate, de- 
bauched fet of human beings perhaps on the whole earth ; 
working hard, and being dextrous in their occupations, and 
of courfe earning large fums of money, which they fpend 
in drinking, expofing themfelves at the fame time to the in- 
clemency of the weather ; always idle while they have any 
money left, fo that their life is {pent between labour and at- 
tention above their powers, and perfeét idlenefs and debau- 
chery. ‘Their women alfo, pafling from affluence to diftrefs 
almoft every week, are forced, although foberly inclined, to 
lead a very diforderly life. Pulmonary complaints are more 
particularly common and fata} in this. clafs, as well as all 
other difeafes. 

London is fatal to infants in general. On a comparifon 
of charity children fent to be nurfed in the environs, with 
thofe nurfed in town, 1t appeared the lofs in town being 39, 
was only 29 in.the fame.number and time in the country. 
But if this lofs is great altogether, it is tremendous among 
the lowelt clatfes, the mothers being almoft always obliged to 
labour for their bread, and often even robbed by their huf- 
bands, have .no time left to take:the care neceflary for the 
tearing of infants, fo that they are often left to wallow in 
dirt, notwithitanding the general difpofition to cleanlinefs in 
this country,-amd can never ‘receive that exercife, or purity 
ofthe air which is requifite; nor can their food be at alj 
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attended to.—Add to this, a pernicious practice of continuing 
to give them fuck for even two or three years, by which they 
hope to prevent their having charge of many children. 
This pernicious praétice goes even to fome mothers of the 
ranks above this; while mothers in the higher ranks refufe 
the natural fuftenance to their infants, leaving them often to 
the care of ftrangers, regardlefs of motherly affe€&tion. From 
all thefe caufes, the lofs of children in London is more than 
one half, before they attain the fifth year of their age. 





Account of a fingular Phenomenon that lately happened in 
the Ifle of Wight, and other remarkable Circumftances, 


HE following account of a remarkable pheenomenon 

that lately occurred among the romantic fcenery of 
Under Cliff, on the fouth fide of the Ifland, is given in a 
letter from a gentlernan refident there to the owner of the 
eftate on which it happened. 


“ Dear Sir, Niton, February 9, 1799. 


Yefterday I was defired by yourtenant, Farmer Hervey, 
to go down to Pitlands, to take a view of your cottage there, 
in order to communicate to you what follows :— 

* About Tuefday laft, the whole of the ground, from the 
cliff above was feen in motion, which motion was direéted 
to the fea, nearly in a ftraight line. Hervey perceived the 
houfe to be falling, and woak out the curious antique chairs.— 
The ground above beginning with a great founder from the 
bafe of the cliff, immediately under St. Catherine’s, kept 
gliding down, and at laft ruihed on with violence, and totally 
changed the furface of all the ground to the weft of the brook 
that runsinto the fea; fothat now the whole is convulfed 
and {cattered about as if it had been done by an earthquake. 
Of al Ii the rough ground, from the cottage upwards to the 
cliff, there is {carcely a foot of land but what has changed its 
fituation ! The {mall arable fields are likewife greatly con- 
vulfed, but not to the degree that the rough ground is; as 
far as the femce from the Chale lide, the whole may be ca! led 
one grand and awful ruin. The cafcade, which you ufed to 

ew from the houfe, at firft difappeared, but has now broken 
out and tumbled down into the withey-bed, of which it has 
rade a lake ; this Jaft appearance is owing, I fuppofe, to the 
froit, which prevents the water from running off. 
** The 
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“ The few trees by the cottage, at the bafe of the rock on 
which you had placed a feat, have changed their fituation, 
but are not deftroyed. Hervey wanted when I was there, 
to go into the houfe to fetch out fome trifling articles, but 
ldiffuaded him ; and very well that I did, for foon after the 
wall to the weft funk intothe ground. What damage is done 
befides that which the houfe has fuffered I cannot fay. The 
whole furface, however, has undergone a complete change, 
and at prefent there are every where chafms that a horfe or a 
cow would fink into. 

* This feems to be an eventful period with us, and particu. 
Jarly where your property is, as there is a founder from the 
top of the cliff in that piece of land that Dixon rents, that 
has nearly covered the whole with fragments of free-ftone. 

* On the 31ft of December, two privates of the Devon 
militia, walked over the cliff facing Mirable’s ; they had been 
at Godfhill, andthe evening being very dark they could not 
difcriminate the boundary of the cliff: One of them was 
inftantly killed ; the other finding himfelf going, made a 
jump forward, which threw him on fome ivy and broke his 
fall. The night was exceeding frofty, but he was alive 
when your fervant found him and his dead comrade in the 
morning. The poor man languifhed till the evening, whea 
he alfo died. 

* To thefe circumftances muft be added, a fhipwreck of 
the moft calamitous nature. On Thurfday, the laft day of 
January, the Three Sifters, outward-bound Weft-Indiaman, 
came in juft facing St. Lawrence church ; fhe foon went to 
pieces, and four of the crew were loft. She was very richly 
laden with all manner of goods ; horfes, carriages, mules 
and affes—the animals of courfe all perifhed ; and all the 
goods in the water were carried away in every direétion by 
the country people. 

** Many lives have been loft by the rigour of the weather 
and the founder of the cliff. Among{t the dead were one 
Ifleof Wight foldier, a carpenter from the barracks, a groom 
of Sir Richard Worfley, and three or four women, who were 
killed by the fall of the cliff; feveral of the Surry and Lan- 
cafhire militia are miffing. The whole country is fill in 
confufion.”’ 

N. B. The quantity of land thus convulfed and fcattered 
about is upwards of 13° acres, abounding in large terrific 
rocks, and fine water-falls. The cottage was kept for the 
reception of the gentleman’s friends, when in failing and 
fhooting partics. 
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ACCOUNT of the LOSS of the SNOW HOPE cf 
LIVERPOOL. 

Hutt, February 12, 1799. 
UESDAY fe’nnight, the {mow Hope, Captain Anyon, 
of Liverpool, deftined on a voyage from Riga to 
Lifbon, and laden with hemp and iron, (which had a thort 
time before put in here for repairs) failed from hence with 
the wind at N. W. her crew confifting of mafter, mate, four 
feamen, and three boys. She proceeded fouthward until 
three o’clock the next morning ; when the wind came On to 
blow a hard gale from the S. E. which encreafed to fuch a 
degree, that they were obliged to lay to, under reefed fore. 
fail; the wind and fea raging with iuch violence, that, not- 
withftanding every exertion, the fhip was driven. to the 
_northward ; labouring and flraining very much. The gale 
continuing its force, with heavy {now and total darknels, 
they could not make the Humber, or perceive any obje& 
until they were met by a brig cutter, whom Captain Anyon 
hailed, and requefted the afliftance of a pilot: No anfwer, 
however, attended the application, as the cutter foon after 
parted company ; and the Hope fill continued to drive te 
. the northward, at the mercy of the wind and waves. 

About midnight on Friday the firft of February, fhe un- 
fortunately ftruck upon the ground ; the fea running at thic 
fame time fo tremenduoufly high, as to make an entire 
pafflage over her: At the fame imftant the cabin-boy was 
wafhed from the deck. The Captain and crew finding 
every exertion In vain, were reluctantly obliged to abandon 
their quarters, and attend to the ftrong calls of felt-preferva- 
tion, the Captain at the fame time declaring, aloud, that he 
would not quit the veffel while a chance ot hope remained. 
The mate was of opinion that they were not far from land, 
and fignified his intention to endeavour to make it, notwith- 
flanding the {now was defcending in clouds, andthe darknefs 
prevented him from fecing even the length of the fhip. 
The Captain and Carl Ehbric, a Pruflian failor, delivered the 
watches and money to the mate, who jumped imto the boat, 
which fiill remained upon deck ; but aheavy fea at the mo- 
ment breaking over her, {wept away the boat, and he pre- 
ferved himfelf by catching the main ftay: ‘Vhe next tre 
mendous wave, alas! proved too ftrong for refiftance, and 
overwhelmed him——never more to be feen! The reft of the 
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e Pruffian before-mentioned, feeling pity for a boy, of 
r the name of Swain, about twelve years of age, had taken him 
“J in his arms, and afcended the main-top, in defiance of the 
heavy fea which continued to break over them. The Cap. 
tain, in defpair, alfo afcended the rigging, and placed him- 
. {elf upon the main-yard; from whence he was heard to 
— bemoan their fad fate, and the confequent diflrefs of his wife 
tee and children ! In this {tate they remained for a confiderable 
oe time, but from the extreme feverity of the night, and their 
‘ith benumbed and expofed fituation, the Captain foon afterwards 
0 was feen to drop down, fuppofed to have beea wholly or 
nti nearly dead, from the cold ; and two other men, alfo, were 
Says wathed out of the main-top. The veffel had now driven 
ha nearer to the fhore, and another heavy fea foon after breaking 
oe over her, carried away the main-maft, with the Pruffian, 
h another feaman, and Swain the boy, upon it. The Prufhian 
Pd again laid hold of the boy, who earneftly exhorted him by 
ale crying, ““ Oh, Charles, hold me faft !”’ but, finding it in- 
7 difpenfible, for his own prefervation, was obliged to quit his 
seer hold, and the poor boy was drowned. 
— The main-maf being ftill entangled with the ropes of the 
os fore-malt, the Prufhian remained in this perilous fituation for 
“et a confiderable time, till the maft drifted nearer the fore-maft, 
” and enabled him with difficulty to lay hold of the f bectope 
" fail-yard, from whence he got to the foretop-maft-head, 
¥ where he found the man before mentioned ftill alive. By 
o this time the veffel was drifted clofe to Dimlington high land, 
<1 onthe Holdernefs coaft, about eight miles to the north of 
o Spurn Point. The Pruflian perceiving the cliff, and fup- 
~ poling it attainable from the top-gallant-maft-head, prepared 
a, to afcend it, and was folicited by his fhipmate to lend him 
“4 alliifiance.. in order to endeavour to afcend it alfo, but which 
ri “ declared was not in his power ; exhorting him to follow, 
rs being the only means left for prefervation: To which he 
"9 replied, that betas frozen fff with cold, he was not enabled 
4 to fir a fingle joint. This poor fellow being never after- 
“3 ds feen, nt is fuppefed he fhared the fate of the reft of 
the crew. 
: Lhe Prufhan, watching a favourable oppo! tunity, dropped 
: upon the fide of the chit, which, from being fo hard frozen, 
was exceedingly flippery, and rendered it difficult to pre- 
nt himfelf froin falling into the breakers. This, how- 
ever, he was enabled at length happily to effect, and got fafe 
: tothe tap of the cliff atthree o’clock in the morning, wi 
he wandered about tl break of day—a folitary rem 
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the whole fhip’s crew, lamenting their melancholy fate. 
The fhip is entirely a wreck, and very little ot her cargo 
faved. The Pruflian arrived at Hull on Tuefday. 





ACCOUNT of an ExTRAORDINARY HEN. 


RS. LENDON, a gentlewoman particularly attached 

to inveftigate the operations of nature, had a fancy to 
attempt the hatching of a fowl by the heat of her own 
bofom ; tothat end, fhe took a new-laid egg of a favourite 
breed, and having placed it ina flannel pocket, conftantly 
Kept it betweed her breafts for the {pace of fix wecks, being 
ever careful in the night to fecure it with her in bed that 
portion of warmth neceffary to perfeét exiftence during 
incubation. 

At length the time came to relieve the infant chicken from 
the brittle thell of its confinement : The moment was per- 
ceptible by the appearance of its little beak through the 
Jarge end of the fhell; but left an injury might be commu- 
nicated by over hafte, Mrs. Lendon frequently applied a drop 
of foft water to the bill of her helplefs charge, till it had 
firength to burft the walls of its confinement ; when tothe 
great fatisfaétion of its kind fofter parent, a fine ftrong hen 
bird came forth, in all refpeéts as lively as if produced by 
the warmth and care of its natural mother. But Mrs. Lendon 
not confidering her tafk fully accomplifhed, made it a neft 
of wool by day, and took it to her bed by night, ftill feeding 
it with food moft likely to accelerate its growth, and it be- 
came a fowl of perfe&t growth and beauty. It is now a fine 
hen of three years old, and has laid upwards of 300 eggs ; 
brought up feveral broods of chickens, and one of ducks. 

The fingular charaéter of this hen, which Mrs. Lendon 
calls Fanny, ismoft worthy the attention of the curious in 
natural ftudies. Her domeftications are numerous; fhe 
prefers the houfe and the company of her kind friend to that 
of her own fpecies, and will, if a follow or ac- 
company her miftrefs wherever fhe goes. Fanny apparently 
underiftands her | language, a nd has a mode of making herfelf 
an entertaining companion to Mrs. Lendon, diverting her 
lonely hours, &c. In brief, this extraordinary bird poffeffes 
fo many valuable qualities as human nature might not be 
degraded to imitate. She exhibits the pureft affe&iion, 
pofieffes a true fenfe of gratitude, and very often refutes a 
long flanding vulgar error, that ““ Man is the only reafoning 
creature.” 


9 ANECDOTES 
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ANECDOTES of ADMIRAL BOSCAWEN. 
HIS brave officer acquired the name of O/d Dread- 


nought by the following circumftances: When Cap-: 


tain of the Glory frigate, cruizing off Madeira, he fingly 
met three fhips, two Spanifh and one French, the latter of 
more than equal force. Captain Bofcawen was alleep, when 
his Lieutenant went down to awake him, it being in the clofe. 
of the evening, and afked him what he muft do? “ Da! 
Oh! d ye, fight them to be fure!” The Captain came 
immediately upon deck in his fhirt, in which fituation he 
fought near two glaffes; when the enemy -finding they mutt 
be taken if they continued the conteft, theered. off, under 
cover of the night. 

Admiral Bofcawen was afterwards lying off Gibraltar, to 
intercept a French fleet that was in the Mediterranean; he 
wrote to Captain Barton, who at that time commanded the 
Litchfield, that the enemy was near, and at the fame time ina 
clofed a lift of the French fleet, but took particular. notice of 
a new 74 gun fhip, which they had, and added ~ Barton, 
may I bed if. I don’t take that fhip, and enfure to you 
the command of her!’’ She was the firft he took in that en- 
gagement, and he procured the command of her for Cap- 
tain Barton. 

Such was the intrepid fpirt of that brave man, and the 
punctual exaftnefs wherewith he kept his promifes. 











Anfwer, by W. M. of Exeter,to the Rebus, inferted Nov. 19. 


OUR rebus, Sir, I now explain, 
RENNEL’s the bard you clearly mean. 
$*+ We have received the like anfwer from William 
Hoare, jun. of Dean Prior; R. Maffett, of Cargreen; Ed- 
ward Ried, of Honiton; T. WinieiAre of Exeter; Walter 
Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; and N. Howard, ot Plymouth. 





Anfwer, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough, to N. Howgrd’s 


Anagram, inferted December 3. 


RME, an At hen ian princefs, if tranf{pos’d, 
MARE, a nigh it diftemper, it will difciofe ; 
One letter chang’d, ‘twill then reveal 
MARS, the Heathen god, which you conceal’d ; 
Vou. XXXII. 2A Lhe 
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. 'Thedfame tranfpofe with care again, 

ARMS are the weapons they’!] explain; 

Expunge the letter S, again tranfpofe, 

MAR, or to injure, then it will difclofe ; 

The fame tranfpos’d once more, I quickly find 

A RAM’s the quadrupede you had in mind. 

+*+ We have received the like anfwer from P. Ninnis, 

jun. of St. Agnes; Thomas Whicker, of Excter ; William 
Hoare, jun. of Dean Prior ; T. Bullock, a royal miner; and 


R. Maffett, of Cargreen, 


An ANAGRAM, by T. Jarvis, of Malborough. 





- 


F you fele& a propofition, 
A verb ‘twill be by—tranfpofition. 


————= 





din ANAGRAM, by R. Maffett, of Cargreen, Cornwall, 


Verb if you tranfpofe with care, 
What's vapid it will make appear; 
With eafe tranfpofe the fame aright, 
A {pot you'll quickly bring to light. 





A CHARADE, dy P. Gove, of Exeter, 
HEN difcord fhakes this globe around, 


And peace from earth is bamith’d far ; 
When clafhing {words and {pears refound, 
And nations learn the art of war. 
When thefe dread fcenes alarm mankind, 
And fill with gloom our hemifphere, 
Where armies mect you there will find 
' My firft is form’d, and doth appear. 
Britannia’s ifle! whofe wooden walls 
Still keep her fafe from Gallia’s hofts; 
And proves my next where danger calls, 
From fhore to fhore, from coaft to coalt. 
My wholethe gallant Nelfon bore 
To the fam’'d battle of the Nile; 
When Britith thunder fhook the thore, 
And viétory round the hero {mil’d. 


9 POETRY. 
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Ye OLD MAN’s COMFORTS, and how he procured them. 


s OU are old, Father William,” the young man faid g 
** Your few locks that are left are quite grey ; 
“* You are hale, Father William, a hearty old man, 
*¢ Now tell me the reafon I pray ?” 


** In the days of my'youth,” Father William replied, } 
*¢ T remember’d that youth would fly faft; 

«* And abus’d not my health and my vigour at firft, 
** That I never might want them at laft.” 


“© You are old father William,” the young man {aid, 
‘© And pleafures with you pafs away ; 

“* And yet you regret not the days that are gone, 
** Now tell me the reafon, I pray ?” 


** In the days of my youth,” Father William replied, 
“* T remember’d that youth could not laft ; 

*¢ Tthought of the future, whatever I did, 
“« That I never might grieve for the pait.” 


* You are old, Father William,” the young man faid, 
** And life muft be haft’ning away; 

** You are chearful, and love to converfe upon death, 
“* Now tell me thereafon, I pray ?” 


** [’m chearful, indeed,” Father William replied, 
“¢ Let the caufe thy attention engage ! 

** In the days of my youth I remember’d my God, 
“© And he hath not forgotten my age.” 
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Ox HUMANITY. 


HE deareft inmate of the human mind 
Is {weet humanity, benignant power! 
On thofe who’re juit, beneficent, and kind, 
May gracious Heav’n its choiceit bleflings fhow’r! 


Humanity dilates the human heart, 

And warmsthe breaft with fympathy divine ; 
The mott exalted joys it doth impart, 

And fils the foul with love towards mankind. 


The man that feels its happy influence, 
Doth with the arms of charity embrace 


All 
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All human-kind. His heav’nly countenance 
Beams with divine benignity and Stacy 


When poverty o’ertakes the human race, 
Humanity commiferaces their need ; 

And itrives t’alleviate their fore diftrefs, 
By tome fpontaneous gift or generous deed. 


Mark when the indigent implore relief > 
Of one who feels foft pity’s gentle glow, 2 
His foul istouch’d with fympathetic grief, 
He mourns their fate, and mitigates their woe. 


Where-ever mild humanity is found, 
There all the friendly, tocial virtues reign 5 
Where can we, if we fearch the world around, 
Find fuch a charming, {weet, unfullied train ? | 


Lean. avarice corrodes the mifer’s mind, 
And {tratagems perplex the ftatefman’s brains ; 
But the humane thro’ life true joys fhall find, 
Unmix’d with fordid cares or racking pains. 


The man whofe tender, feeling breatt is fir’d 
By kind humanity’s celeftial fame, 
Is with fuch noble principles inipir’d 
As claim the plaudits of fuperior fame. 
The pleafures which humanity doth yield, 
The wife, the virtuous, and the generous know—- 
What gratitude the poor and humble feel 
When they receive the gifts that fuch beftow. 


Oh! couid I raife my fong to ftrains divine, 
Benignant power! I’d alway fing of thee; 
Thou doft exalt the fympathetick mind 
Tothe refemblance of divinity. 
W. HOARE, Junior. 


Dean Prior, O@ober 29, 1799- 





The INFANT.—4 SONNET. i 


MILE on, fweet infant! foon the ftorm of woe 
Will thadow that bleft look, Smile on, poor child! 
* J too, like thee, the hours of youth beguil’d 
With many a fhapeleis dream, ere doom’d to know 
Reafon’s fad fway. The cheerful {mile was mine, 
Mine the glad bofom bounding to delight,, 
Ere her ftern pow’r, like the chill ftorm of night, 
Darkew’d the fcene, and made me inly pine 
Wich heart-confuming caress Poor infant, bora 
To tate of forrow, foon obfcur'd in woe 
Thy fmile thall fade, as when the April morn 
Laughs with the radiance of the varied bow, 
With faddeft omen beams the lovely ray, 
For foon the gather’d tlorm englooms the day. 














